All-purpose poultry shelter by Alp, Herbert Howard & Carter, Deane G.
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·All-Purpose 
POULTRY S.HELTER 
By H. H. ALP and D. G. CARTER 
POULTRYMEN, FARM FLOCK OWNERS, and the city and town families that are raising their own poultry these days will find it to 
their advantage to have an all-purpose movable poultry shelter like the 
one shown here. It is simple in construction and can be built at a relatively 
low cost. Only a mmtmum of scarce materials are needed. The shelter 
makes an ideal range house for pullets. It can also be used as a pen for 
young cockerels, or it can be converted into a brooder house or a pen for 
layers. It has the following approximate capacities: 
Use Capacity 
Brooder house . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 300-350 chicks 
Roosting shelter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 200 pullets on range 
Pen. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60-75 cockerels 
Pen for layers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30 hens 
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Ground plan. The shelter measures 12 feet across the front and 
10 feet from front to back. The skids are 4 inches by 4 inches by 
12 feet. 
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Inside rear frame. Shows framing and end construction. 
Side view. The stiffener and braces are very important in 
securing a rigid frame. Netting is used as a permanent cover. 
Shelter Can Be Converted Easily 
To make the shelter satisfactory for winter use or for a brooder house or 
pen for layers, it should be inclosed with solid panels on the sides and back, 
and with glass or glass substitutes in front. The shelter should also have a 
floor. Cinders, sand, or gravel will make a good floor if kept covered with 
3 to 4 inches of absorbent litter, such as softwood shavings or crushed 
corncobs. The fill is held in place by fastening an 8- or 10-inch board on 
all sides of the house on the outside next to the ground. A wooden floor 
is not -recommended. 
Front. This should face south. 
Building the Shelter 
Procedure. The work of building the shelter will be done most easily 
in the following order: Level the skids on blocks and square them up. 
Frame the sill, studs, and plates for the two sides, raise in place, and nail to 
the skid. Lay the front and back sills on edge on top of the side sills. Cut 
and fit the rafters. Erect end studs, and attach upper plate and fillers. Cut 
and nail braces. Apply roof sheathing, roofing, gable-end siding, and netting. 
Build and hang door and chick exit. Panels for inclosure may be built and 
attached at any time convenient. · ' 
Materials. When the shelter is made of lumber, the following mate­
rials are the principal ones needed: 
Skids Frame Boards 
2 pes. 4" x 4" x 12' 8 pes. 2" x 4" x 10' 2 pes. 1" x4" x 10' 
12 pes. 2" x 4" x 12' 4 pes. 1" x4" x 12' 
2 pes. 2" x 4" x 14' 5 pes. 1" x4" x 16' 
7 pes. 2" x4" x 16' 4 pes. 1" x 2" x 8' 
Inclosure panels Covering 
94 lin. ft. 1" x 2" 210 bd. ft. sheathing for roof 
28-36 sq. ft. glass substitute (front) 92 bd. ft. permanent siding 
128 bd. ft. matched boards (sides ISO sq. ft. netting 
and back) 2 squares roofing 
Substitutes for ·new lumber. Salvaged lumber or rough home-sawed 
native lumber may be used instead of dressed softwood for the skids, frame, 
braces, and sheathing. Any weather-resistant fiber or panel board, such as 
asbestos-cement paneling, hard panel board, insulation board, or plywood when 
available, may be used instead of lumber for~the permanent gable-end covering, 
or it may be made of old lumber covered with roofing. The removable panels 
may be made of any of these same materials, tho some will be much more 
satisfactory and longer lasting than others, and some will be hard to obtain now. 
A layer of reinforced waterproof paper attached to the frame and held 
in place with lath or wood strips makes a low-cost covering that will last 
for a limited time. 
Panels. Three solid panels are buttoned on the sides and back. 
Three screen frame panels covered with glass or glass substitutes 
are used on the front. One of them is fitted on the door. 
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